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Why UTS Design, 
Architecture & Building? 

• UTS School of Design is ranked No.1 in 
Sydney, Top 2 in Australia and Top 27 in 
the world*

• UTS Architecture is ranked Top 51-100 in 
the world* 

• UTS Fashion Design (UG) is ranked Top 2 
in Australia and Top 37 in the world**

* 2022 QS World Rankings by Subject
** The Best Fashion School in the world 2019 
(The Business of Fashion)

Rankings



UTS also offers 
industry 

connections and 
tailored work 
experiences.

UTS College – why choose us?
To set up our students for success at UTS, we provide:

Guaranteed entry to UTS*
On successfully completing a diploma or graduate certificate. 

Fast track into 2nd year UTS 
depending on the course you choose.

Personalised academic support
Support services tailored to students needs. 

The same first-year university outcomes as UTS
Diplomas and graduate certificates are designed in collaboration with UTS.

Latest technology and facilities
Including UTS’ world-class library, study areas, computer labs.
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As a Diploma of Design & Architecture student you will gain direct entry into first-year of the UTS Bachelor of Design or 
Bachelor of Architecture.

On successful completion of your diploma, with no more than two subject failures, you will be awarded 36 credit points 
towards your UTS degree.

Design & Architecture pathway into UTS
The pathway you take into UTS will depend on your English language proficiency and academic qualifications

*Students will only be required to enter a UTS College Academic English program if they do not meet the English language entry requirements
^ The point where students enter into a UTS degree will depend on their major and is based on no more than two subject failures.
Not all majors will take them into second year. Please refer to individual course guides for full credit point details.

High School 
(Year 11 or 
equivalent)

Academic English
(if required)*

UTS
Foundation Studies
8 or 12 months

UTS Degree 
1st Year#

Path

01

High School 
(Year 11 or 
equivalent)

Academic English
(if required)*

UTS
Foundation Studies
8 or 12 months

Diploma of
Design & Architecture
8, 12 or 16 months

UTS Degree 
1st Year^

Path

02

High School 
(Year 12 or 
equivalent)

Academic English
(if required)*

Diploma of
Design & Architecture
8, 12 or 16 months

UTS Degree 
1st Year^

Path

03

.
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Domestic students’ 
articulation 
requirements from 
the Diploma of 
Design and 
Architecture to UTS
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1. Do I need to be excellent at drawing to study the 
Design program?
No prior experience in drawing is needed to study design or architecture 
at UTS or UTS College. The Diploma of Design and Architecture at UTS 
College is packed with opportunities to explore your design passions, 
whether it’s architecture, interiors, animation, graphics, products or 
fashion. The diploma culminates in a work-ready portfolio and 
collaborative final exhibition. You will have the chance to study a 
combination of visual and spatial design, while taking core subjects in 
line with subjects offered at the UTS School of Architecture and the UTS 
School of Design.

2. Do I need to complete a portfolio to graduate?
From UTS College, no, however, you will create an online portfolio on 
Adobe Behance as part of your course. From UTS, yes, if you 
undertake an Honours program as part of your bachelor’s degree.

3. What is the different between visual communication 
and digital communication/ graphic design in terms of 
program structures and career prospective?
Visual communication involves more extensive knowledge beyond 
graphic design. Graphic design courses are usually shorter and focus 
primarily on technical skills. A university bachelor’s degree in visual 

communication will attract better job prospects than a certificate or 
diploma in graphic design from a non-university. The Bachelor of Design 
in Visual Communication at UTS is a distinctive degree that explores 
diverse forms of visual communication across design, culture and 
media.

4. Is it possible for international students to be 
successful in marketing/design in Australia?
Of course. International students graduate with the same graduate 
attributes as domestic students and are therefore similarly skilled.

5. Can I get a job with a design degree in Australia?
No further qualification is needed after a bachelor’s degree in 
design to get a job in Australia. In architecture, you’ll need to 
complete a Master of Architecture to register as an accredited 
architect in Australia.

Frequently asked questions from students on 
Diploma of Design & Architecture
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Academic Entry 
requirements 
Are available for download as a 
PDF from our Agent Portal on the 
UTS College website: 
utscollege.edu.au/information-
for-partners

https://utscollege.edu.au/getmedia/d4b09fb1-d2d2-488b-8df7-050d83b55bd7/640040016-International-Entry-requirements-for-Partner-page_0621.pdf
https://utscollege.edu.au/information-for-partners
http://www.utscollege.edu.au/information-for-partners

