
 
FAQs for students on borders reopening, Covid safe measures, and campus 

reactivation in 2022 

Question Answer 

Preparing to travel  

When are borders to Australia 
open for international 
students?  

Due to the emergence of the COVID-19 variant, Omicron, 
Australia’s National Security Committee announced a pause to 
the return of international students, as well as other visa 
holders until 15 December 2021. The temporary pause will 
allow Australia time to better understand the Omicron variant.   
 
Students returning in December via the UTS International 
Student Arrivals Pilot Plan will not be affected by this change. 

What documents do I need to 
be able to travel to Sydney?  

You will need your student visa, proof of full vaccination with a 
TGA-approved vaccine, proof of negative PCR Covid-19 tests, a 
valid passport and any other travel documents as advised by the 
Australian Government.  

 
You can prepare for your travel with the Pre-departure and 
Arrival checklist on the Study NSW website or the Australian 
government website. The checklist includes detailed 
information about visa requirements, vaccination certificates, 
COVID-19 testing, and more.  

Can I now travel to Australia on 
a student visa without an 
exemption?  

Yes. All international students can start returning to study in 
Australia from 15 December without requiring a travel 
exemption.  

When should I apply for a 
student visa to commence on 
campus in February 2022?  

To attend the UTS College campus for Semester 1 2022 
(commencing February), we encourage you to accept your offer 
as soon as possible in order to begin making travel 
arrangements. 
 
After accepting your offer, you will receive a Confirmation of 
Enrolment (CoE), which you will need to apply for your student 
visa. 
 
See our website for more detailed information on getting ready 
to travel to Sydney and starting at UTS College.  

How do I apply for a student 
visa?  

1. Once you have accepted your offer and paid your fees, you’ll be 
issued a Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) and Confirmation of 
Appropriate Accommodation and Welfare (CAAW) (if you’re 
under 18). This confirms the course/s that you’ve been admitted 
into. 

2. Once you’ve received your CoE and CAAW you’ll be able to 
apply for a student visa. Your education agent will assist you 
with your visa application.   

3. For more information visit the Department of Home 
Affairs website. See our website for more information on 
applying to UTS College and accepting your offer.  

https://click.connect.uts.edu.au/?qs=e0a69815e8eea109da941bc299bff5e2f3f41f0e33f18f5e06370a6090fb515cd0ebf0873640a9f985a50c9d027af1b6603748024d1d05e0
https://click.connect.uts.edu.au/?qs=e0a69815e8eea109da941bc299bff5e2f3f41f0e33f18f5e06370a6090fb515cd0ebf0873640a9f985a50c9d027af1b6603748024d1d05e0
https://www.study.sydney/return/pre-departure
https://www.study.sydney/return/pre-departure
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://utscollege.edu.au/pre-arrival-information/getting-ready-for-uts-college-international
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
https://utscollege.edu.au/how-to-apply/international-student-applications


 
When should I book my flight 
to Sydney?  

We recommend that you book flights when you: 

• have your CoE from UTS College 

• have received an Australian student visa 

• are prepared to meet the requirements for travel to 
Australia. 

See our website for more detailed information on getting ready 
to travel to Sydney and starting at UTS College. 

Do I need a special letter from 
UTS College to come to Sydney 
and study on campus?  

4. No. We will issue you with a Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) 
when you have accepted your offer and paid your fees. This 
confirms the course/s that you’ve been admitted into. 

5.  Once you’ve received your CoE (and CAAW if applicable) you’ll 
be able to apply for a student visa. Your education agent will 
assist you with your visa application.   

Do I need to quarantine on 
arrival in Sydney?  

No. As long as you’re fully vaccinated with a TGA-approved 
vaccine and have received negative Covid-19 PCR tests, you will 
not need to quarantine on arrival. 

For more information on what you need to do before you travel, 
read What I need to do before I travel on the Department of 
Home Affairs website.  

Do international students 
receive a subsidy to come to 
Australia when borders open?  

A range of financial government support is available for eligible 
students. Please refer to the Payments and Services During 
Coronavirus page on the Services Australia website to view 
eligibility criteria and find out what assistance is currently 
available. 

Is it mandatory for students to 
return to campus once borders 
are open?  

All students who are eligible to study in Australia, that is, have a 
valid student visa, proof of full vaccination with a TGA-approved 
vaccine, proof of negative PCR Covid-19 tests, a valid passport 
and any other travel documents as advised by the Australian 
Government, are expected to study on campus. 
 
If you are unable to attain the above items, you may continue or 
start to study Live Online in 2022. 

I can’t get a TGA-approved 
vaccine in my country. How 
can I still study in Australia?  

Currently, TGA-approved or recognised COVID-19 vaccinations 
include: 

• Comirnaty (Pfizer) 
• Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) 
• Covishield (AstraZeneca) 
• Spikevax (Moderna) 
• Takeda (Moderna) 
• Janssen-Cilag (Johnson & Johnson) 
• Coronavac (Sinovac) 
• BBIBP-CorV (Sinopharm) (for 18-60 years old) 
• Covaxin (Bharat Biotech). 

https://utscollege.edu.au/pre-arrival-information/getting-ready-for-uts-college-international
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/COVID-19/COVID-19-vaccinations
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/COVID-19/COVID-19-vaccinations
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-tests
https://covid19.homeaffairs.gov.au/before-i-travel
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/subjects/getting-help-during-coronavirus-covid-19/payments-and-services-during-coronavirus
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/subjects/getting-help-during-coronavirus-covid-19/payments-and-services-during-coronavirus
https://utscollege.edu.au/live-online
https://www.passports.gov.au/guidance-foreign-vaccination-certificates#1


 
The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) is reviewing other 
COVID-19 vaccines that may be recognised for the purposes of 
inbound travel to Australia in future.  

We recommend that you read What I need to do before I travel 
on the Department of Home Affairs website and COVID-19 
vaccinations on smartraveller.gov.au for more information on 
vaccination requirements.  
 
If you are unable to attain one of the above vaccines, you may 
continue or start to study Live Online in 2022. 

What else can I do to make 
sure I can travel to Australia 
safely? 

We strongly recommend that all students continue to check 
both the Study Australia and Department of Home Affairs 
websites for the latest information before booking flights and 
finalising travel arrangements.  

Arriving in Sydney  
Can UTS College organise 
Covid-safe accommodation in 
Sydney?  

UTS College and UTS offers a wide range of accommodation 
options for students. Click here for details about arranging 
accommodation in Sydney and your many accommodation 
options. 
 
Urbanest observes NSW Health Covid-19 guidelines and 
maintains touch-point cleaning. Rooms at Urbanest are set 
aside for isolation, if needed. All staff at Urbanest are double 
vaccinated and all students/residents are also required to be 
double vaccinated.  
 
Homestays has a Covid policy available on their website for 
hosts and recommend that all hosts are vaccinated. Hosts can 
upload vaccination certificates to the Homestay website so that 
vaccination status can be reviewed during the placement 
process.  

Can UTS College organise 
transport from the airport to 
my accommodation?  

Yes. Your homestay accommodation can include an airport 
welcome. Alternatively, you can request UTS College to arrange 
your transport from the airport at a cost A$160. You can also 
find out more about transport in Sydney on our website.  

Where is the nearest Covid-19 
testing clinic to UTS College?  

The Central Railway Station Clinic is a walk-in Covid-19 testing 
clinic located on Eddy Avenue, under Central Station; a short 5-
minute walk from UTS College. For a full list of Covid-19 testing 
locations and clinics, see the NSW Government website.  

Are homestay hosts fully 
vaccinated?  

Homestays has a Covid policy available on their website for 

hosts and recommend that all hosts are vaccinated. Hosts can 

upload vaccination certificates to the Homestay website so that 

vaccination status can be reviewed during the placement 

process. 

 
See our website for information about Homestays and other 
accommodation options for students. You can also 
email accommodation@utscollege.edu.au to find out more.  

https://covid19.homeaffairs.gov.au/before-i-travel
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/COVID-19/COVID-19-vaccinations
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/COVID-19/COVID-19-vaccinations
https://utscollege.edu.au/live-online
https://click.connect.uts.edu.au/?qs=77422c465c379b358891114a2f39b17445555b3043401118c78e41b1583fa2f4873ba08a32ddef0f448d285cc565fef74679a5179bdffa48
https://click.connect.uts.edu.au/?qs=77422c465c379b35cbf2d646896db44e94c1bfa37b05f0e692b777a8648404993af839be82143d91707110a9fb0ff9a8cb287c5752057945
https://utscollege.edu.au/why-choose-uts-college/accommodation
https://utscollege.edu.au/why-choose-uts-college/accommodation
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RdO4Cq71N5HRGjoFZn0oZ/
https://utscollege.edu.au/au/current-students/student-life/living-in-sydney/getting-around-sydney
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/testing/clinics
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RdO4Cq71N5HRGjoFZn0oZ/
https://utscollege.edu.au/why-choose-uts-college/accommodation
mailto:accommodation@utscollege.edu.au?subject=Accommodation%20enquiry


 
What else do I need to know 
about living and working in 
Sydney?  

See our Living in Sydney page for more information about 
preparing to travel, live, study and work, in Sydney.  

Studying at UTS College  

Will I be learning online or 
face-to-face in 2022?  

In 2022, we will be offering both Live Online for those students 
unable to travel to Sydney, and face-to-face, on-campus classes 
for students who can travel to Sydney. Our student-centred 
model of learning caters for both domestic and international 
students, and our students enjoy the same mode of learning, 
whether in Australia or overseas.  

I was expected to start on 
campus in February, but I am 
worried about Covid-19. Can I 
defer starting until July 2022?  

Yes, you can defer study on campus if you prefer to study face-
to-face. We ask that you defer well in advance of the start of 
Semester 1, 2022 to ensure there is no impact on your fees. We 
also need to ensure that your new start date works with your 
ongoing study plans and pathway to UTS.  
 
You can also commence your program Live Online in Semester 1 
and continue face-to-face on campus in Semester 2.  

Are there any Covid-19 
restrictions to visiting campus / 
learning face-to-face?  

In line with Public Health Orders, from 15 December 2021, we 

no longer require you to show proof of vaccination or 

exemption. However, we continue to encourage everyone to 

become fully vaccinated, maintain physical distancing, and to 

stay at home if unwell.  

  

From 15 December, QR check-ins will also no longer be 

required, masks will not be mandatory, and there will be no 

density limits on campus. 

  

We encourage any unvaccinated staff or students wishing to 

visit campus to take appropriate measures to ensure their own, 

and others’, safety, such as wearing a mask and regular rapid 

antigen testing.  

  

We also encourage you to continue to use a mask when you 
cannot physically distance or if you feel more comfortable to do 
so. 

Do I need a negative Covid-19 
test to study on campus?  

International students will need to receive a negative Covid-19 
PCR test prior to travel to Australia. You’ll also need to be fully 
vaccinated with a TGA-approved vaccine prior to travel to 
Australia.  

You do not need to show a negative Covid-19 test to study on 
campus, and from 15 December 2021, you do not need to show 
proof of full vaccination or exemption.  

If you feel unwell in any way, you should stay at home, self-
isolate, and get a Covid-19 test if you are experiencing 
any COVID-19 symptoms – even if they are minor. 

https://utscollege.edu.au/au/current-students/student-life/living-in-sydney
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-tests
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-tests
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/COVID-19/COVID-19-vaccinations
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others/symptoms-and-testing


 
Is the campus Covid-19-safe?  Yes. We follow strict Covid-19 cleaning protocols and NSW 

Health recommendations for infection control and prevention. 
We provide hand sanitiser stations on all floors of our buildings, 
and we ask that you maintain physical distancing in common 
areas of the building.  
 
We encourage you to use a mask in settings where staff or 
students cannot physically distance or if you feel more 
comfortable to do so.  
 
Please continue to check the latest advice from the NSW 
Government. Masks continue to be required on public 
transport, and from 15 December 2021, there will be no density 
limits on campus. 

What Covid-19 precautions do 
I need to take when I am on 
campus?  

Please follow the NSW Government's advice on Covid-19 testing 
and self-isolation if you begin to show any signs or symptoms of 
COVID-19. Should you test positive, please follow the advice 
of NSW Health and continue to isolate and practice good 
hygiene. 
 
There are several things you can do to maintain your health and 
safety while on campus. These include maintaining a physical 
distance of 1.5 metres, washing and sanitising your hands 
regularly, and wearing a mask if you choose.  
 
The constant changes to what we can and can't do can be hard 
to keep up with. So, before you come to campus, check 
the NSW Government rules and the UTS College COVID-19 
advice and information page to make sure you’re informed, and 
you don’t put yourself or others at risk. Remember, the rules 
may change depending on where you're living, so take the time 
to double-check before you head in and always follow the 
advice. 

If I start Pre-Masters at home 
online in Semester 1, 2022, will 
I be eligible for PSW?  

Yes. We are still offering all our programs under special Covid-
19 arrangements, so the time you spend studying online and 
offshore, is counted towards your PSW visa. 

Will student events and other 
activities take place on campus 
or face-to-face in Semester 1, 
2022?  

We anticipate taking a blended approach to social events and 
activities for students. This means that events and activities will 
be held online as well as on campus in 2022. 
 

  

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/rules/fully-vaccinated#toc-masks-covid-19-safe-check-in-and-vaccination-evidence
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/stay-safe/rules/fully-vaccinated#toc-masks-covid-19-safe-check-in-and-vaccination-evidence
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/self-isolation
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/symptoms-and-testing
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/symptoms-and-testing
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/symptoms-and-testing
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/advice-for-confirmed.aspx
http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules
http://utscollege.edu.au/coronavirus
http://utscollege.edu.au/coronavirus

